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PR tN T ED “tN 1 RAN 


IN THE NAME OF ALLAH THE COMPASSIONATE, 
THE MERCIFUL 


The vast area of Subcontinent which has already been divided into three 
independant countries -Bangladesh, India and Pakistan- since the fifth century 
A.H. has been one of the most important center of Persian language and 
literature. In the northern part of Subcontinent, because of cities like Thatha, 
Lahore, Multan and Delhi in the neighbourhood of Iran and going back and 
forth to Khorasan and Transoxiana, and also the dynasty of Deccan in the 
south of Subcontinent with centers like Gulbarga, Bidar, Ahmad Nagar, 
Bijapur, Barar and Golkanda due to the encouragement of the shi’it rulers 
have been literary and cultural centers for emigrant men of letters, poets and 
urtists from Iran and Transoxiana. The literary works in these reigons and 
their neighbourhood have had worthy share in flourishing the Persian 
language and literature. 

The Subcontinent contains numours collections of Islamic manuscripts in 
Persian, Arabic and Urdu languages. In spite of all efforts done for 
discovering these written treasures and research which has taken place, 
hundreds of these valuable books have been published, but still there is much 
more work to be done and thousands of manuscripts preserved in the libraries 
have not yet been discovered and published. Although many texts have been 
published several times, but complete research has not taken place therefore 
thorough research is still needed. 

Considering the significance of this subject, since 2005 The Research 
Center for the Written Heritage has put the plan of “Iran-Subcontinent 
Common Heritage" in its agenda in three aspects; 

I. Research and editing the important manuscripts of Subcontinent not 
being published, yet. ; 

2. Researching and editing some of the important printed texts 
academically. 

3. Printing some rare and unique manuscripts in facsimile. 

The Persian written heritage of Subcontinent is reviving and publishing 
with the cooperation of editors and scholars from all over the Subcontinent so 
(hat it can be an attempt for agreement and consentient with them from one 
hand and on the other hand it would be an effort for underestanding the 
concepts and tastes of Persian writers of that area. 


The Written Heritage Research Centre (Miras-e Maktub) 


PREFACE! 


Among the Persian History books related to Emperor Jahangir (1014-1037 
A.H/ 1627-1605 C.E.*) such as Tuzuk-i Jahangiri or Jahangir Nama (Jahangir’s 
memoirs), /gbal Nama-ye- Jahangiri (by Mu‘tamad Khan) and Ma ‘ather-i 
Jahangiri (by Kh"ajah Kamgar Husayni) the book Majalis-i Jahangiri by 
‘Abd-al-Sattar is completely unknown. If its manuscript was not found in 
Lahore in 2002, we would be unaware of such a useful and interesting source 
about the three years events of Jahangir (i.e, from Rajab 24th 1017 to 
Ramadan 19th 1020 A.H./October 24th, 1608 to November 15th, 1611 C.E.). 
The title of this book does not exist in any bibliography related to the 
Subcontinent.3 


The Author 

The name of the author, ‘Abd-al-Sattar, is mentioned in Majalis-i Jahangiri 
at various places. The author’s profound knowledge in christianity is evident 
throughout the book. Therefore it can be surely said that he is the same 
‘Abd-al-Sattar b. Qasim-e Lahori whose books on christianity are available, 


which either have been translated from Portuguese into Persian with the help 


1. Translated from Persian by Miss Faiza Zahra Mirza and edited by Mr. Hoshang ‘Alam. 

2. C.E. i.e. Common Era. 

3. For example D.N-Marshall, Mughals in India; C.AStorey, Persian Literame: A 
bio-bibliographical survey; Ahmad Monzavi, Fehrestvara-ye Ketabha-ye Farsi, and Fehrest-¢ 


Mushtarek-e-nuskha-ha- ye-khatti-ye-Pakistan, 
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of Father Jerome Xavier (1549-1617), or the books independantly written in 
Persian. 

In the beginning ‘Abd-al-Sattar was associated with the court of Emperor 
Akbar (963-1014 A.H.) und upon his instructions ‘Abd-al-Sattar learnt 
European language to translate European books into Persian. He learnt the 
European language within six months with the help of Father Jerome Xavier 
and he translated books from Portuguese into Persian. After Akbar’s death 
‘Abd-al-Sattar associated with the court of Jahangir. His closeness to Jahangir 
is quite obvious from Majatlis-i Jahangiri. 

Apart from the scattered knowledge in Majalis-i Jahdngiri we also learn 
about the talents and intellectual and spiritual inclination of ‘Abd-al-Sattar. 
We do not know much about his life but only that on 16th Shahriwar 1026 
A.H. an elephant was gifted to him by Jahangir! and in 1028 AH. 
‘Abd-al-Sattar presented a handwritten collection by Nasir-al-Din Humayun to 
Jahangir. Seeing the handwriting of his grand father, Jahangir greatly cheered 
up and he raised ‘Abd-al-Sattar’s rank in his court and also gifted one 
thousand rupees to him.” 

The date of ‘Abd-al-Sattar’s death is not known, he was alive till 1028 A.H. 
In Majalis-i Jahangiri he has used twice the idiom "o1)| 2.28" which can be 
taken as a proof that around 1017 A.H. / 1608 C.E. he was sixty years old or 


that he had served the Timurid emperors for sixty years. 


Works: 
1, Thamarat al-falasifa or Ahwat-i Farangistin 

It is an account of Rome and Greece and of the lives of the phliosophers, 
This book was compiled on 13th Rabi’ al-awal 1012 A.H./1601 CE. and was 


presented to Emperor Akbar. A manuscript of this book is in the British 


\. Jahangir Nama, p. 222. 2. ibid, pp. 302-303. 
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Library (London), No, Or. 5893, calligraphed by Sheikh Khayr-al-Din in Rabi’ 
al thani 1318 A.H. in 279 pages.' 


2. Mir’at al-quds or Dastin-i Masih 

Father Jerome Xavier in 1013A.H./1602C.E. with the help of 
‘Abd-al-Sattar translated it from Portuguese into Persian on Emperor Akbar’s 
order in Agra. [t comprises the life of Jesus Christ in four chapters. Out of 
the eleven manuscrsipts of this book that have been known sofar now’, the 
manuscript from Lahore Museum, No. M.S. 46 is considersed important 


because it contains eleven coloured miniatures. 


3. Dastan-i ahwal-i-Hawariyan or Waqa’i‘-i-Hawariyan-t duwazdah-gana 
(stories and biographies of apostles or events of the twelve apostles) 
Father Jerome Xavier after compiling and translating Mir’at-al-quds with 
the help of ‘Abd-al-Sattar, translated the above mentioned book in to Persian 
and presented a part of it to Emperor Akbar in 1014 A.H./1605 C.E. and after 
the complete translation, the book was presented to Emperor Jahangir in 
1016A.H / 1607 CB. 


4. Guzida-ye Zafarnama (selection from Zafarnama) 

In 1024 A.H. ‘Abd-al-Sattar on Jahangir’s order, summarized Zafar Nama 
by Sharaf al-Din ‘Ali Yazdi (d. 858 A.H.) in Ajmir, and presented it to him. 
While summarizing this book ‘Abd-al-Sattar has deleted the Ayat and Hadiths 


irrelevant to the text; he has also omited the verses, passages and sayings in 


1. Thanks to Prof. Dr. Mohammad Saleem Mazhar who provided this information from the 
London manuscript. Also see Storey 1, 1110. 

2. See Sir Edward Maclagen, The Jesuits and the Great Mogul, London, 1932; Catalogue of the 
Arabic and Persian Manuscripts in the Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library at Bankipore, 
vols. 3. Storey, I, 165-66. 
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Arabic which are a hindrance to understand the actual text. 
This manuscript is preserved in the British Library (London), No. 


Add.16685 and in Bodlian Library, No. 159.! 


5. Majalis-i Jahangiri 

Mojalis-i Jahdingiri is written on the pattern of Faw@id-al-fuad, a 
collection of the sayings of Kh"aja Nizam-al-Din Auliya’ (d.725A.H./1325 
C.E.) compiled by Hasan-i Sajzi-i Dehlawi. At first, ‘Abd-al-Sattar wanted to 
write the book in 40 majlis or assemblies held in Jahangir’s court, but due to 
Jahangir’s interest in the book, the author ended the book by writing up to 
122 majlis. 

Majalis-i Jahdngiri relates the events which took place in the court of 
Emperor Jahangir during the night assemblies from 24th Rajab 1017 to 19th 
Ramadan 1020 A.H (24th October 1608 to 15th November 1611 C.E.) to 
which the author was a witness. In other words Majélis-i Jahangiri is a 
three-year record of informal nightly events of Jahangir, whereas Jahangir 
Nama is a formal history of Jahangir’s daily life. 

‘Abd-al-Sattar noted down his report on the same night when the 
gathering took place, and whatever he noted was shown or read to Jahangir. It 
seems that all the events have taken place in the court at Agra. 

Among the histories written during the rule of Emperor Jahangir Majalis-i 
Jahangiri is of much importance for a few reasons. 

Jahangir Nama, Iqbal Nama-ye Jahangiri and Ma’athir-e Jahangiri deal with 
the political events and State affairs of Jahangir’s rule, but what is interesting 
about Majalis-i Jahangiriis that it gives a clear picture of Jahangir’s liking for 


urt, poetry and culture, and that how much he liked hunting and minting. 


1. Rieu, I, 177b; Storey, I, 287; Elliot and Dowson, History of India as told by its own Historians, 


vol. IL, pp. 3-6. 
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Although very little is said about his political and State affairs, an overall view 
of these events and Jahangir’s speeches shed light on his principles regarding 
State policy and administration. 

Publishing the Majalis-i Jahangiri will provide a good source of 
information to the historians who want to write on cultural and literary 
history of Jahangir’s period. This book not only relates a part of the cultural 
history of Timurid court of the Subcontinent but also contains useful 
knowledge about poets, artists and State officers from Iran and Turan at the 
court of Jahangir and his kindness and generosity to them. What was 
Jahdngir’s view as compaired with the Safawids of Iran and Shaibanis of 
Transoxiana? This book answers to this question as well. It is a good source 
for the historians of the cultural and political relations between the 
Subcontinent and Iran and Transoxiana. 

In conclusion, Majalis-i Jahangiri is, at the same time, a valuable source for 
the history of Persian literature and for the common cultural realations 


between Subcontinent, Transoxiana and Iran. 


The Manuscript 

The unicum manuscript of this book was in possession of the late Khalil 
al-Rahman Dawoodi (may Allah be pleased with him) (d. January 26th, 2002) 
in Lahore, It has been used as a base for our editing. This manuscript, 
comprising 197 folios, is written in Indian nasta‘fig in the 12th centuary. 

A part of the 109th majlis and majalis from 110 to 118 are totally missing 


from the manuscript. Therefore the text presented here is not complete. 
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